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attitude of the Parliaments, of the higher clergy and
of a powerful party at Court, whose enmity to the
Huguenots became implacable. The lawyers were
indignant at the attempt, if not suggested, at any
rate countenanced by the Protestants, to interfere
with the number, the emoluments and the tenure of
judicial offices, which they had begun to consider
the hereditary possessions of their families. They
were especially jealous of the interference of the
States-General, for they had never regarded the
principle of representative government with favour,
and had themselves usurped many of the functions
which a popular assembly, meeting at regular inter-
vals, would have resumed. Henceforward all but a
small minority of the judges were eager to strain
the laws against the dissenters and reluctant to apply
them in their favour.

It was, as we shall see, only after years of civil
war, after full experience of the unpatriotic fanati-
cism, the anarchy, the selfish and unconstitutional
ambition of the League and its leaders, after the
weight of their traditional respect for monarchical
principles had been thrown into the scale, that a
considerable number of the more eminent lawyers
joined the moderate or " political" party; and, even
then, a majority in the courts opposed the formal
recognition of the principle of toleration.

Hitherto, also, many of the higher clergy, though
they had not embraced Calvinism, had been well
disposed to some measures of reform, which, freeing
them from the interference of the Roman Curia and
the avarice of Italian churchmen, might leave them